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WFTF-TV operations director Chuck Britt uses a telnphnne repmrmnn s lc:lcphunn tn tET]'L w‘lth h[s ‘Hammh afﬁce He Is standing amid
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Two Raleigh TV transmission
towers broke apart and erashed to
Sunday maorning when
tons of shifting ice fell from
mpp{urung puy wires, cansing the
o sway uulmu:. and

'Ihel.u-.m-q.furWP']"l--T'n' r.han
nel 25, and WRAL-TV, channel 5,
in Ra]eigh are ina rural area near
Auburn off ‘'US. 70, south of
Raleigh. Both stations went off the
air immediately, but returned
later in the day with makeshift
operations. There were no inju-
ries, but the stations suffered
millions of dollars in damage.

Contractors ‘al the scene said
that thick joe had coated the

o]  shifting. The puy wires sagged,
placing increased tension on the

.- As of Sunday night, WPTF- |
TV and WRAL-TV were being |
shown on their mormal ehan- |
nels on most cable systems. |
WRAL was being broadcast |
over channel 40, pre-empling
programs from 'WEFT-TV of
Fayelleville, but WPTF was
not available to viewers with-
out cable. The television list-
ings on page 6D in today's
MNews and Observer were
printed before any arranpe- |
ments were made (o, restore
over-the-air service,
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W!'nen the towers fell, = @

F

e The 1,965-foot WP'IF tower fell- -~

- at 8:36 a.m. and crashed onto and..

* demolished a concrete -'l:rlm:k--

'h building housing the- sl‘.atmna
q. E‘Hnﬁmltl[‘:]‘.

“The 2,000-foot WRAL tuwer cnl
"* IH]}EEd at 9:20 a.m., damaging the '

l'f"

ﬂ.ﬂ‘ii‘.AL transmitter building- nnd'“ -

sdestroying a utility building: The
« WHAL-FM radio station also was

% knocked off the air, but was
% expected to be hﬂﬂll'. in npﬁratinn
= carly today. £y ;

WTVD-TV, channﬂl_, 1155 in "the™
same arca also was mverf.d with |

: -E remainéd standing. There was no
interruption in WTVD's signal.

James G. King Jr., of Marietta,

+ Ga., the contractor who operates

:T-::u.-. er King Inc., said ice began

- sJorming on. the towers Friday .

when the storm moved into tha )

Prianrgle. When ice on the guy™
wWires sup porting the towers began
to melt Sunday, it slid down the
i fist thick cables. The weight of the
+ ice caused the wires to sag and
4 bent the towers. When the ice.
| dropped off the cables, he said,
! the towers swayed rm]ently and
: snapped.
{ .. o ltwas just like snappmg a bow
v *String,”"  Mr. King said. ‘““That's
1 exactly how they both came down
L in‘'my opinion.””
-=Mr. King said the ice added as
Jhuch as 40,000 pounds to the. .
:g.“c-rh
inches thick from the center of the
‘cable and some chunks we:gh&d
,ﬂm pounds,
‘i, He said he had been in the tower
’ “érection business for 30 years and-
: ‘had never seen a tower come

g

down in that way. It gave me a

sick feeling.' he said. '
+ Chuck Britt, WPTF operations
,dlrm:tnr said the TV station’s
G0-foot antenna apparently ‘‘nose-
dived'' from the top of the tower
into frozen ground. The rest of the

miles of tangled cable, wire, steel
conduits and debris over the tuwcr
site. Two hours after the tuwur
fell, steam still rose from the icy”

crashed.

Ray Easterling, the WRAL-TV'
Ltransmitter operator on duty ﬁun—
J*““"-' morning, said a caretaker
viwho lives near the transmitter
¢ called to warn him when the
i} WPTF tower fell,

; Ar.
. transmitter building at the foot of -
_ ] the tower and watched from a

: distance minutes later as the
+ tower collapsed. **We heard this,

.. big noise, the iee slid down the guy

‘wires and then the tower.
“sifapped,” he said.
- took 2
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Some of the ice was 9.7 !

trench dug by the debris as it

“It probably .'
0 to 30 seconds for it to fall."” -

. |

“erations on cable TV channels'in’
. the Triangle early Sunday alter-
- noon using trucks equipped with
satellite dishes to replace d:shcs

'. on the fallen t . Dfificials at
A - third . l.pwer ﬂp‘-‘-l‘ﬂtﬂ{{ b}" . en towers icials

the two stations said they expec-

ted programming to be back on »

‘regular cable channels by 1h15

s thick ice Sunday morning, but . morning in other areas, ]

Robert B. Butler, executive vice “: 40's UHF," he said, *UHF signals |

president of Durham Life Broad-
casting Inec. and WPTF-TV gener-
al manager, said about half of the
station’s viewers have cable tele-
~vision., But ri:achmg viewers with-
nul. cable service will take longer.

" Within four weeks, WPTF will
f.empnrnuly reactivate a tower in _
Apex it had mabandoned when the
o Auburn tower was built, he said.
Replacing the Auburn tower 1|.=.'II]
cost about $7 million,

.. Officials at WYED-TV, uluch
offers the. Home Shopping Net. -
work on channel 17 from a tower:
‘near Clayton, were negotiating.
with WPTF to broadcast the Ra-
leigh station’s signal. **We are.
looking into it,”" said WYED gen-

_=¢ral manager Hnbnrl‘. J. Peretic.”

. “We want to help.”'

WRAL-TV = resumed on-air

. transmissions about 1 p.m. on lhe
Faycttevin«e-hnm.d WKFT-TV, an
independent station on thanne'l 40.
WRAL officials said they persuad-
ed the station to pre-empt ils

. programming temporarily to
broadeast only WRAL advertising
and programs, which include na-
tional news and other CBS-TV
network shows.,

Richard B. Armfiield, WKFT

vice president and general man-

: : i+ ager, said he agreed to carry
tower fell in sections, spreading -

" WRAL because more viewers
would want the national pro-
grams, but he said he did not
know how lnng the station would -
“continue carrying WRAL's signal.

Mr. -Armfield said, his station
has offered to mount additional
- antennae on its tower temporarily
-~ to_broadcast WKFT, WRAL and
WPTF programming,. "hut  that .
lnhlﬂ"ﬂt]ﬂﬂ would take several =
weeks, Neither station had. re.

" i 5 n e 1 . -
Easterling said he left the': *: ey, ed to the offer by Sunday

“night, he said.
In any case, Mr. Armfield said
- he expected WRAL to reimburse
WHEET for lost revenue,
« Mr., Butler said he could not
eslimale advertising losses to
WEPTF. *I don't know how our
advertisers would respond to it
he said, “"Every day we will be

“they bought

WRAL and WPTF resumed op- -

.. Durham Life Broadcasting Inc,
“ **All the commercials will have |
o be adjusted to take into EIEEDI.I,H.!'-“

= James F.

getting “more and more of their
audience bick for them through
cable, and we're already back intlo
60,000 households.'

WRAL officials were reluctant -

to talk about advertising losses,
-‘but they said the loss in air time

would not have a great imipact on

- Raleigh- -Durham . lnternnuqnal

revoenue,

+ make that up and there's relative- -
Cly little a:l\.'-:rtiﬁing at that-time *-

[Sunday morning],” said Stephen
- B. Grissom, vice presldenl of -
Capitol Broadcasting.
- But - advertisers will
want to be compensate
smaller on-air audiences because
commercial
based on the number of viewers
the stations expected to deliver,
_ said Carl Venters Jr., chairman of |

‘frnhahly

Vovager owns WRDU-FM and six.
other radio stations statewide.
Mr. Venters is a former president
of WETF-TV's parent company,

the smaller audience delivered by
the cable companies or by channel

just don’ tg{- as far as WRAL am:t‘:.
WTVD's SILI':I-EI]:::- g
Today *‘they’ll nuguhate wnth,
all the ad agencies,"”" he said.
“*‘Some will be EBencrous, . others
will require total *make- gl}nds
"swhich micans another spot. .:md#
“time with an audience compara- -
ble to the one
pmmlsed "
Fees [or commercials rangﬂ
from about $200 for an off- hours .

i 5pot to about $2,500 for p”me-

time,
J. David Davis, WTVD1 ‘news
*director, said the remaining tower
was helding its- own under the
weight of the ice. “*We're in pretty
. good shape,” he said. *“We're not-s-.-
sure if -our tower suffered any

: damage from the ice falling off or

not. Right now it's nol even 5afe to
be near it."
Goodmon, presldf:nt
“of  WRAL-TV/Capitol Broadcast-
ing, said station engineers were
not sure why this ice stormi
brought down the Auburn towers. -
“Obviously, it was an extraordi-
nary amount of ice,"” Mr. Good-'
mon said. *“This had to be beyond
the extreme limit — apparently
::mre was something unigue about
s
On Saturday night, the Rah’:igha;
Durham arca had mostly sleet,
“while the ecast had freezing rain,
said Larry G. Lee, a-National
Weather Scw:c-:r mc:l.enrnluj,mt £
“While the sleetiis more likely -t}
sslide off surfates, thae. freezing.
rain would ..adhurﬁ mur& "'-Il' L.E-r:
said. . T
Mr. Lee said he {.uuld not

crdetermine how: the temperstures

would have variéd from the’ l:n:.-rl-"
tr.}m of the.towers, to the top at’
2,000 feet. But, he said that ha:-ed

=
. Greensboro “and’ Cape Hatte

for the -

o

time. "~ ;pout 150 feet from the trﬂﬂﬁmlt'

~* ter building, was completed in._Pl

- WPTF tower, killing three

i 13,000 gallons of the fuel.

.t.mv. er crash. The agencies were .
thc:.'- wprﬂ )

)
’
El

readings from Elﬂ-tiﬁllll fg%

the breaking point of free:ing
temperatures Saturday night was

‘between 3,000 and 3,500 feet, with ®
everything below! that bE[nE 3'2"

degrees or lnwer : 1

s

&ifrilriﬁ

. Tem ]:u: rat urcs tlus

T

‘.J"-H- -Ill--l"

A.irpnrt showed 22 degrees at 7
a.m:: 28 degrees at 9 a.m.; 31;

- dcgruts at 10 a.m.; and 35 degrees

at noon. *“That seems to be typi-
cal,” Mr. Lee said of the terqpéra-
l',ur-:! change scquepc:ﬂ. -

The WPTF -tower, whfch is

.-.E E‘

b,

March 1987. It was the scene of

. Voyager -Communications . Inc.r.:iragedy in July when a-hot-airi

balloon hit' the guy lines on-* l:ht:-'

aple. ¥ ¥
The fal!mg WPTF T\"PE

lqur‘g
also smashed a diesel tnnkmxt to~

the transmitter building, s il!ing’

arner ;.
firefi ighters worked to c]ﬂ-ﬂ.n up thﬁrtl
 spill Sunday. . . gy

_ Mr. Easterling said thq WF.AL i
tuwm at Auburn, which was built
in 1979, also transmitted, the
WRAL-FM radio signal \and ,lml-:l
equipment for at least 100 com-
mercial and government agenﬂ-y
~radio networks. Two transmitters
for Wake !::J'I,Jlﬂl.{ law enforcement '
agencies were lost in the WRAL

._._......p—..l.

;.t_. .-.I'- .

using weaker, seco ndarynhauqela
sunday .

Mr. Easterling said lhere was at i
least $6 million in equipment and |

facilities at the. WRAL tower am:l

he said. . oclransmitter, but he¢ declined to

estimate the damage at the Eltﬂ
f - LB - £
Smﬂ' writers Hu!:e Mﬂaher gnd i
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